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FACTS  AND  OBSERVATIONS, 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


As  the  circumstances  of  a duel,  in  which 
Captain  Foskett  was  concerned  as  a second, 
have  been  very  much  misrepresented  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  by  an  officer  of  no  less  rank  and 
authority  than  General  Craufurd,  and  as 
nothing  can  be  more  galling  to  the  feelings,  or 
more  injurious  to  the  character,  of  an  officer, 
than  such  misrepresentations,  Captain  Foskett, 
though  most  unwilling  to  revive  the  history  of  a 
transaction  of  that  nature,  once  honorably  and 
satisfactorily  terminated,  thinks  it  due  to  him- 
self, and  to  his  cause,  to  publish  the  following 
statement,  which  he  trusts  will  set  the  affair 
alluded  to  in  its  proper  point  of  view. 

Or  It  is  not  to  be  understood  that  this  statement 
t will  comprise  the  whole  details  of  the  affair 


to  which  it  relates,  details  from  which 
Captain  Foskett  abstains  only  from  motives 
of  delicacy,  in  which  the  public  will  natu- 
rally sympathise.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
Captain  Foskett  has  renewed  a request,  which 
he  has  frequently  and  earnestly  preferred  on 
former  occasions,  viz.  that  the  whole  trans- 
action may  be  investigated  by  a proper  Military 
tribunal — a proceeding  which  appears  to  him 
to  be  no  less  requisite  for  the  general  good  of 
the  service,  and  for  the  honor  of  the  regiment, 
with  the  officers  of  which  he  has  so  long  and  so 
amicably  associated,  than  it  is  essential  to  his 
own  much  aspersed  reputation.  The  following 
letters  sufficiently  explain  the  circumstance 
which  gave  risetothe  unhappy  difference  between 
the  parties,  who,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  will  have 
the  candour  to  consider  the  situation  in  which 
Captain  Foskett  is  now  placed  as  his  justifi- 
cation in  thus  publishing  their  letters. 

Sir, 

The  letter  I received  from  you  last  night  astonished  me 
much  ; the  horses  I sold  you  I warranted  sound.  I told  you 
before  you  purchased  the  pair,  that  one  of  them  was  very  restless 
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when  you  were  putting  him  in  harness.  As  to  warranting  him 
free  from  vice  or  blemish,  I most  positively  deny,  though  I am 
as  persuaded  the  horse  was  neither  vicious  nor  blemished  ; but 
what  most  astonishes  me  is,  that  you  should  have  kept  the 
horses  six  or  seven  weeks,  and  on  my  application  to  you  for  the 
money,  you  tell  me  you  are  dissatisfied  with  one  of  them.  If 
you  recollect,  after  you  had  driven  the  horses  two  or  three 
times,  you  told  me  you  would  not  take  any  money  for  your 
bargain,  and  you  have  repeatedly  rode  them  as  saddle  horses 
since.  I am  sorry  we  cannot  settle  it  as  gentlemen  in  general 
do  -j  therefore,  by  the  advice  of  my  friends,  I have  given  it 
into  the  hands  of  my  Solicitor,  who  will  take  good  care  to  see 
justice  done  me. 

I am.  See. 

(Signed)  F.  ROSS. 

No.  29,  George  Street , Portman  Square , 
6th  December , 1806. 

Sir, 

I received  your’s  of  the  4th  instant ; you  are  at  Weymouth , 
/ presume , from  the  daring  impertinence  of  your  letter.  / am  in 
London , otherwise  you  know  full  well,  I am  not  the  man  such 
language  can  be  addressed  to  with  impunity  $ therefore,  you 
should  have  considered  well  before  you  took  the  advice  of  your 
friends  5 — they,  as  well  as  you,  may  give  their  tongues  liberty, 
while  I am  at  a distance  ; but  its  to  be  hoped,  we  shall  soon 
meet,  when  I shall  take  the  liberty,  without  any  ceremony,  to 
have  recourse  to  that  sort  of  discipline , which  your  language 
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fully  merits.  As  to  your  Solicitor,  the  sooner,  ly  his  mentis 
you  put  your  threats  in  execution,  so  muck  the  better . 

I am.  Sir, 

WILLIAM  WALLACE, 
Lieutenant  1 5th  Light  Dragoons. 

To  Cornet  Ross , 

I5tk  King's  Light  Dragoons . 


Weymouth , 8/A  December,  1806. 


Sir, 

I have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  and  in 
answer  have  merely  to  request  you  will  give  me  the  satisfaction, 
rendered  necessary  by  the  insulting  and  unauthorised  expressions 
you  have  thought  fit  to  use. 

Situated  as  I am,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  obtain  leave 
of  absence  but  for  a very  limited  period . I intend,  therefore, 
accompanied  by  my  friend,  to  be  at  the  Star  Inn,  at  Andover, 
next  Monday  evening,  when  my  friend,  and  your's,  will  fix 
the  time  and  place.  If  any  unavoidable  occurrence  should 
prevent  our  arrival  at  Andover,  on  the  above  evening, 
we  shall  await  your  arrival  at  the  first  mile  stone,  on  the 
Salisbury  side  qfAndover — the  next  morning  at  seven  o’clock. 

I am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


FREDERICK  ROSS, 
Cornet  15th  Light  Dragoons 


To  Lieutenant  Wallace } 
1 5 th  Light  Dragoons . 
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London,  No.  2g,  George  Street , Portman  Square f 
11  tk  December,  1806. 

Sir, 

In  answer  to  yours,  attended  by  my  friend,  I shali  be  at 
Andover  on  Sunday  morning,  and  am  happy  your  friends  have 
advised  you  to  settle  it  as  gentlemen  generally  do. 

I am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  WALLACE, 
Lieutenant  15th  King’s  Light  Dragoons. 

To  Cornet  Ross, 

15  th  King's  Light  Dragoons . 

After  such  a provocation  it  cannot,  it 
is  presumed,  be  disputed,  that  Mr.  Ross  had  no 
other  alternative  than  either  the  entire  abandon- 
ment of  his  honor,  or  a recourse  to  that 
mode  of  satisfaction,  which  the  feelings  and 
usages  of  the  world,  and  more  particularly  of 
the  army,  have  rendered  necessary,  under  such 
circumstances,  for  its  vindication.  Sensible  of 
this,  Captain  Foskett  could  not  hesitate  to 
interfere  in  behalf  of  a young  man,  whom  he 
esteemed,  and  whom  he  considered  as  insulted 
and  injured ; but  in  the  first  place  he  used  his 
endeavours  to  obtain  an  amicable  adjustment. 
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Failing,  however,  in  those  endeavours,  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  attend  his  friend  to  the  field  ; when 
there,  his  sole  object  continued  to  be,  as  it  had 
been,  to  secure  the  honor  of  his  principal;  a 
consideration  far  more  valuable  than  that  of 
life  itself;  and  he  can  most  truly  declare,  which 
he  does  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  he  did 
not  suffer  the  affair  to  proceed  further  than 
appeared  to  him  to  be  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  attainment  of  that  object,  and  that  he 
acted,  in  that  respect,  as  a second,  only  as  he 
should  have  thought  it  his  duty  to  act  if  he 
had  been  a principal.  That  his  couduct,  on 
this  trying  occasion,  produced  the  most  favour- 
able impressions  on  the  minds  of  the  parties 
concerned,  is  evident  from  the  following  letters 
which  he  has  recently  received. 

Weymouth,  2 6th  April,  1810. 

Dear  Foskett, 

You  desire  1 should  send  you  my  sentiments  on  the  part 
you  acted,  when  second  to  me  in  my  recontre  at  Weymouth, 
some  time  since.  It  is  my  wish,  both  for  my  own  and  your 
satisfaction,  that  they  may  be  fully  known  5 the  more  particu- 
larly, as  I find  that  your  conduct,  on  that  occasion,  which  I 
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have  always  considered  so  exemplary  and  correct,  is  become 
a matter  of  animadversion  and  accusation.  You  must  recol- 
lect the  contents  of  the  letter  I received  from  Wallace,  and  its 
unpleasant  consequences  ; you  cannot  have  forgotten  the 
disinclination  of  the  adverse  party  to  those  amicable  arrange- 
ments which  were  proposed,  and  which  we  conceived,  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  be  the  utmost  point  of 
reasonable  concession  on  our  part.  There  were  many  besides 
myself  who  witnessed  your  regret  at  the  difficulty;  and, 
I may  add,  impossibility  of  bringing  them  to  any  terms 
of  accommodation,  consistent  with  propriety  and  my  honour . 
I am  but  repeating  what  I have  so  often  expressed  to  you,  my 
gratitude  and  thanks  for  your  conduct  on  that  occasion. 

Believe  me. 

Dear  Foskett, 

Your’s  very  truly, 

FREDERICK  ROSS. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  a gentleman,  a friend  of 
Cornet  Ross,  to  whom  Captain  Foskett  shewed 
the  letters , previous  to  the  duel . 

My  Dear  Sir, 

From  the  letters  you  shewed  me,  that  passed  between 
Ross  and  Wallace,  I did  not  think  it  possible  to  settle  the 
business  without  their  meeting,  and  I thought  you  acted  as  a 
friend  to  Ross,  at  the  same  time  feeling  for  his  honour. 

I am. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Your’s  truly, 

CHAS.  BUXTON, 


Mortimer  Street,  Jth  May,  1810. 


London,  Baker  Street,  25th  April,  1810, 
Dear  Foskett, 

On  reading  what  passed*  in  consequence  of  your  petition 
to  the  House  of  Commons*  relative  to  the  affair  between  Ross 
and  myself*  I feel  it  but  right*  as  a person  alluded  to,  to 
express  my  most  disinterested  ideas  of  your  behaviour  5 and  if 
my  testimony,  stating  my  full  satisfaction  of  your  conduct* 
and,  in  my  opinion,  your  very  gentlemanly  and  proper 
interference,  is  of  any  service  to  exonerate  you  from  any  unjust 
statements*  I only  hope  I may  have  an  opportunity  of  publicly 
expressing  the  same*  and* 

I am. 

Dear  Foskett, 

Your’s  truly, 

WILLIAM  WALLACE* 

To  Captain  Foskett * 

1 5th  Light  Dragoons. 

New  Road,  1 5th  May,  1810. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  consequence  of  what  is  stated  to  have  passed  in  the 
House  of  Commons*  respecting  the  duel  between  Lieutenant 
Wallace  and  Cornet  Ross,  to  whom  we  were  seconds,  I 
think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  state  the  facts  as  they  literally 
were.  From  the  correspondence  that  passed  between  those 
gentlemen*  before  we  were  acquainted  with  the  circumstance, 
matters  were  carried*  in  my  opinion*  to  such  an  extremity 
(as  their  letters  will  prove)  that  all  amicable  interference  on  our 
parts  proved  ineffectual.  It  has  been  asserted  that  hair 
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triggers  were  used,  which  I most  positively  deny.  Five  shots 
were  exchanged  5 — they  commenced  at  the  distance  often  paces, 
and  after  the  first  three  rounds,  the  distance  was  shortened  to 
eight  5 and  I here  contradict  the  reports  in  circulation,  as  to 
their  advancing  a pace  after  each  shot  ; they  never  fired  at  a 
less  distance  than  eight; — it  was  the  fourth  shot  Lieut.  Wallace's 
pistol  went  off*  while  our  backs  were  turned,  and  I do  not 
hesitate  declaring  now,  as  I did  then,  (as  his  second)  that  it 
should  go  for  a shot.  In  consequence  of  the  business  being 
extended  to  this  unusual  length,  we  at  last  prevailed  on  those 
gentlemen  to  meet  half  way  and  shake  hands.  After  the 
honorable  way  this  affair  was  settled,  I am  astonished  to  find 
any  blame  co\ild  be  attempted  to  be  attached  to  you  ; and  I 
think  it  but  justice  to  you,  and  happy  am  I to  have  it  in  my 
power  to  state,  that  your  conduct,  on  that  occasion,  was  as  correct 
and  as  honourable  as  possible:  and  I cannot  but  add, 

that  you  were  particularly  anxious  for  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment. 

I am. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Your's  obediently 

M.  NICKSONo 

To  Captain  Foskett , 

15th  Light  Dragoons . 

Captain  Foskett  trusts  that  the  foregoing 
letters  and  observations  are  sufficient  to  prove, 
that  his  conduct,  in  the  affair  here  alluded  to, 
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instead  of  evincing,  as  has  been  most  cruelly 
insinuated,  a ferocious  and  sanguinary  disposi- 
tion, was  dictated  by  motives  of  honor,  and 
by  feelings  of  friendship  and  humanity. 
Although  he  conceives  it  would  be  improper  now 
to  enter  further  into  the  details  of  this  trans- 
action, he  cannot  refrain  from  noticing  some  of 
the  misrepresentations,  by  which  it  has  been 
attempted  to  prejudice  the  Public  mind  against 
him.  It  appears,  from  the  reports  in  the  news- 
papers, that  General  Craufurd  stated  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  the  duel  took  place 
between  two  boys  of  seventeen  or  eighteen 
years  of  age,  that  hair  triggers  were  allowed  to 
be  used,  and  that  the  principals  exchanged  six 
shots  each,  and,  after  firing  three  shots  on  either 
side,  advanced  a pace  each  during  every  suc- 
ceeding shot.  From  whatever  authority  these 
statements  may  have  proceeded,  it  is  never- 
theless true,  that  Cornet  Ross,  was  about  nine- 
teen years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  duel,  though 
it  should  at  the  same  time  be  observed,  that 
whoever  bears  his  Majesty’s  commission,  what- 
ever his  age  may  be,  must  be  considered,  not  as 
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a boy,  but  as  an  officer,  who  has  the  honor 
attached  to  that  character  to  defend ; and  that, 
however  young  he  may  be,  his  prospects  through 
life  are  at  stake,  whenever  that  honor  is  as- 
sailed. Lieutenant  Wallace,  the  other  principal, 
instead  of  being  a boy  of  seventeen  or  eighteen 
years  of  age,  was  old  enough  to  have  served 
several  years  in  India.*  It  should  be  re- 
membered also,  that  Cornet  Ross,  although 
considerably  the  youngest  of  the  parties,  was 
not  the  aggressor ; that,  on  the  contrary,  he  had 
been  subjected  to  an  insult,  which,  according  to 
the  laws  of  honor,  obliged  him  to  insist  upon 
satisfaction ; that,  therefore,  the  responsibility 
of  the  duel  did  not  attach  to  him,  nor,  conse- 
quently, to  his  second,  who  had  even  endea- 
voured to  prevent  the  necessity  of  its  occur- 
rence ; and  that  the  circumstance  of  so  many 
asfiveshots  being  exchanged,  was  to  beattributed 
solely  to  the  opposite  party,  with  whom,  as 
the  aggressor,  it  is  undeniable,  that  the  first 

* Notwithstanding  the  statements  in  some  of  the  news- 
papers, Captain  Foskett  at  this  time  was  only  28  years  of  age. 


12 


conciliatory  proposals  might  have  been  expected 
to  originate.  If  appeal  to  arms  be  allowed  in 
any  case,  as  necessary  to  preserve  from  that  dis- 
grace which  must  attend  an  acquiescence  under 
insult,  such  an  appeal  must  be  pursued  until  it 
be  effectual  to  the  .attainment  of  its  object.  And 
the  only  question  is,  whether  Captain  Foskett 
was  justified  in  permitting  his  principal,  even 
after  an  exchange  of  five  shots,  to  wave  his 
right  to  an  apology. 

Secondly,  It  appears,  from  the  foregoing- 
letter  of  Mr.  Nickson,  the  contents  of  which 
Captain  Foskett  also  confirms,  that  the  charge 
of  hair-triggers  having  been  employed,  is 
utterly  unfounded.  The  pistols  used  on  this 
occasion,  were  common  duelling  pistols ; they 
had,  undoubtedly,  hair-triggers,  which  is  the 
case  with  all  duelling  pistols;  but  it  was  agreed, 
in  the  first  instance,  that  the  hair-triggers  should 
not  he  used,  an  agreement  which  was  neither 
revoked  nor  violated. 

Thirdly,  It  appears,  also,  from  the  same  letter, 
that,  instead  of  the  parties,  after  exchanging 
three  shots,  advancing  a pace  each  at  every 


13 


succeeding  shot,  the  original  distance  was  ten 
paces;  and  that,  after  an  exchange  of  three 
shots,  they  advanced  one  pace  each,  but  made 
no  further  advance.  The  distance  of  eight 
paces,  at  which  they  then  stood,  is  the  usual, 
or  at  least,  a very  common  distance,  on  such 
occasions,  especially  when  the  parties  are  not 
distinguished  by  being  good  marksmen. 

Although  Captain  Foskett  trusts,  that  more 
than  enough  has  been  here  stated  to  shew, 
that  misrepresentation  has  succeeded  in  giving 
to  his  conduct,  on  this  occasion,  a character 
very  different  from  that  which  really  belongs  to 
it,  he  cannot  refrain  from  observing  on  the 
very  uncandid  and  unfair  manner  in  which  it 
has  been  brought  forward,  to  prejudice  the 
public  against  him,  and  to  defeat  those  claims 
to  justice,  which,  in  consequence  of  the 
refusal  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  allow  him 
the  benefit  of  the  12th  Section  of  the  articles 
of  war,  he  has  been  under  the  necessity  of 

preferring  to  the  House  of  Commons.  If  the 

/ 

duel  had  really  afforded  matter  of  accusation 
against  him,  it  should,  at  the  time , have  been 
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made  a subject  of  charge,  and  have  been  put 
into  a regular  course  of  investigation.  The  fact 
did  not  escape  observation  ; for  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment,  lieutenant  Colonel  Sey- 
mour, immediately  ordered  the  principals  under 
arrest,  from  which,  however,  they  were  speedily 
released,  and  no  further  notice  was  taken  of  the 
affair.  But  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  any  thing 
more  cruel  or  unjust,  than  to  pass  it  by,  almost 
without  notice,  when  it  occurred  ; and,  after- 
wards, at  the  distance  of  almost  four  years,  to 
bring  it  forward,  not  only  to  blast,  by  the  aid 
of  misrepresentation,  Captain  Foskett’s  charac- 
ter with  the  public,  but  also  as  the  assigned 
pretext  for  his  having  been  subjected  to  a 
long  course  of  systematic  oppression ; and  in 
order  to  frustrate  his  endeavours  to  obtain 
redress,  for  the  complicated  wrongs  he  had  been 
made  to  suffer. 

If,  in  point  of  fact,  the  concern  which 
Captain  Foskett  had  in  the  duel,  had  been  the 
cause  of  the  oppressive  treatment  of  which  he 
complains,  he  confidentially  contends,  that  it 
ought  not  to  have  been  allowed  so  to  operate. 
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If,  on  that  account,  Captain  Foskett  deserved 
punishment,  he  should  have  been  brought  to 
a military  tribunal,  to  answer  for  his  conduct. 
Nothing  can  be  more  repugnant,  either  to  the 
principles  of  justice,  or  to  the  benefit  of  the 
service,  than  to  suffer  acts,  which  may  be  made 
the  subject  of  a specific  charge,  to  operate  by 
way  of  secret  and  unsuspected  influence,  defeat- 
ing- the  hopes,  blasting  the  prospects,  and 
frustrating  the  rights  of  those,  who  are  free  from 
any  regular  accusation,  and  have  no  opportunity 
afforded  for  self  defence.  But  it  is  a high  aggra- 
vation of  Captain  Foskett’s  wrongs  that,  at  least, 
the  most  grievous  of  them  did  not,  and 
could  not,  proceed  from  the  cause,  to  which  they 
are  now  ascribed.  It  is  a remarkable  circum- 
stance in  his  case  that  the  duel  could  not  possi- 
bly give  rise  to  those  injuries  of  which  they  are 
now  stated  as  the  justification.  The  truth  of 
this  observation,  he  thinks,  is  due  both  to  himself 
and  the  public  to  establish. 

The  duel  took  place  in  December  1806;  and  it 
is  not  attempted  to  be  denied  that,  so  far  back 
as  the  month  of  April  in  the  same  year,  a plan 
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was  formed,  and  arrangements  were  making,  to 
raise  Captain  Broadhurst,  a junior  Officer,  over 
Captain  Foskett’s  head.  It  is  obvious,  therefore, 
that  long  before  the  duel,  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  had  begun  systema- 
tically to  oppose  Captain  Foskett’s  promotion. 
The  vexatious  system  of  refusing  him  the  cus- 
tomary. leave  of  absence,  had  also  commenced 
before  that  event  took  place,  several  applications 
for  that  purpose  having  been  previously  rejected, 
though  their  object  was  only  for  a week’s  leave 
of  absence,  on  business  of  urgent  importance. 
Some  of  them  weje  explained  to  Lieutenant-col. 
Seymour,  for  the  information  of  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  to  have  for  their  object  to  consult 
friends  on  the  subject  of  Captain  Broad- 
hurst’s  apprehended  promotion.  The  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  indeed,  in  a letter  to  Colonel 
Gordon,  dated  January  29,  1807,  assigns  the 
duel  as  the  cause  of  Captain  Foskett’s  not 
having  leave  of  absence  granted  him  on  the 
preceding  lstof  January.  But  it  appears,  that 
Lieutenant-colonel  Seymour,  who  commanded 
the  regiment  at  the  time  of  the  duel,  did  not 
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consider  the  part  which  Captain  Foskett  took 
in  that  affair,  as  furnishing-  any  cause  for 
refusing  to  grant  him  leave  of  absence;  for 
Colonel  Seymour,  who  had  put  the  two  principals 
under  arrest  for  a short  time,  did  afterwards 
place  Captain  Foskett’s  name  at  the  head  of  a 
list  of  Captains,  whom  he  considered  as  having 
prior  claims  to  leave  of  absence  ; which  list  he 
actually  transmitted  to  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland.  The  motive,  therefore, 
which  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland assigned  for  continuing  to  refuse  to 
Captain  Foskett  leave  of  absence  did  not 
appear  to  Colonel  Seymour  to  warrant  such  an 
effect. 

Captain  F.  though  he  has  felt  it  due  to  him- 
self, without  delay,  to  vindicate  his  character, 
against  the  imputations  which  have  been  cast 
upon  it  in  regard  to  the  duel,  thinks  it  proper 
to  refrain,  in  this  stage  of  the  business,  from 
refuting  the  charge,  that  his  troop  was  unfit  for 
service  at  the  time  of  the  expedition  to  Spain — 
a subject  which  he  considers  as  purely  of  a mili- 
tary nature: — pledging  himself,  however,  that 

c 


18 


when  the  documents  in  his  possession  shall  be 
produced,  they  will  be  found  completely  satis- 
factory in  relation  to  this,  and  to  every  other 
topic  connected  with  his  case. 

To  justify  the  treatment  of  which  Captain 
F.  has  complained,  a general  insinuatibn  has 
been  thrown  out  against  him  as  a negligent  and 
an  inefficient  officer.  Happily,  he  has  it  in  his 
power  to  furnish  a most  triumphant  answer  to 
such  an  insinuation.  In  consequence  of  a letter 
from  II.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  to  the 
Adjutant-General,  dated  Oct.  21,  1808,  ex- 
plaining the  reasons  which  had  induced  H.  R. 
H.  to  order  Captain  F.  to  remain  at  home  with 
the  Depbt,  when  the  regiment  in  which  he  was 
senior  Captain,  was  ordered  upon  foreign  service 
in  Spain,  Captain  F.  addressed  the  following 
letter  to  the  Field  officers  of  the  15th  Light 
Dragoons,  under  whom  he  had  served. 

Octolrr  and  Novemler  1808. 

Sir, 

It  appearing  essential  to  my  present  and  future  interest  in 
the  service,  to  be  possessed  of  the  opinion  of  those  officers,  under 
whose  immediate  eye  and  observation  I have  had  the  honor  to 
*erve,  I beg  leave  to  request  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to  state 
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candidly,  and  fairly,  your  sentiments,  with  regard  to  the  manner 
in  which  I executed  the  duties  of  my  situation,  whilst  serving 
under  your  command.  And  I do  further  beg  leave  to  request 
you  will  inform  me,  if  my  conduct  and  qualifications,  as  an 
officer,  were  such  as  would  have  induced  you  to  recommend  me 
(supposing  that  I had  been  senior  of  the  rank  I held)  to  promo- 
tion in  the  regiment,  had  an  opportunity  occurred,  whilst  I had 
the  honor  of  being  under  your  command. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  Servant, 

(Signed)  H.  FOSKETT, 

Captain  15th  Light  Dragoons. 

To  Lieutenant  Colonel 
kc.  kc.  kc. 

The  answers  which  Captain  F.  received  to  the 
above  letter,  will,  he  trusts,  be  found  to  furnish  the 
most  satisfactory  testimonials  of  his  being  fully 
qualified  for  the  duties  of  his  profession.  These 
answers,  he  therefore  thinks  it  due  to  himself  to 
produce,  and  with  them  he  shall  close  this  state- 
ment, after  observing  generally  that,  during  a 
service  of  more  than  thirteen  years  in  the  14th 
Light  Dragoons,  no  charge  of  misconducthas  been 
preferred  against  him,  although,  in  consequence 
of  the  pains  which  have  been  taken  to  injure 
him  in  his  profession,  he  has  repeatedly  solicited 


\ 


20 

i 

the  most  rigid  investigation  of  his  conduct. 
One  of  the  testimonials  about  to  be  produced, 
is  a letter  from  Major  Forester,  in  addition  to 
which  Capt.  F.  thinks  proper  to  adduce  another 
letter,  recently  received  by  him  from  that  otricer, 
to  whom,  as  having  been  the  only  Field  officer 
doing  duty  with  the  regiment,  at  the  time  the 
troops  were  arranged  for  embarkation,  and  as 
having  commanded  the  regiment  for  the  five 
preceding  months,  Captain  F.  had  applied  for 
an  opinion  respecting  the  state  of  his  troop  on 
that  occasion. 

N.  B.  The  following  testimonials  forma  small  part 
of  the  documents,  for  the  production  of  which  the 
hon.  Mr.  Lyltleton  made  a motion  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  Thursday,  May  1 Oth,  in  support  of 
Captain  F.’s  petition. 

London,  26th  Octoler , 1808. 

Dear  Sir, 

I am  favoured  with  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  and  I 
cannot  hesitate  doing  you  the  justice  to  say,  that  during  the 
time  I had  the  honor  to  command  the  15th  Light  Dragoons, 
your  conduct  and  attention  to  your  duties  were  such  as  to 
merit  my  perfect  approbation  5 and  under  these  circumstances,  I 
trust  a spirit  of  impartial  justice  would  have  secured  to  you  my 
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recommendation  for  promotion,  had  the  opportunity  for  doing 
to  occurred  whilst  I continued  in  the  regiment. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Dear,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  and  faithful  Servant, 

ROBERT  LONG, 

Colonel  and  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
To  Captain  Foskett , 1 5th  Light  Dragoons. 

15  th  Light  Dragoons . 

Portsmouth , 2 Qth  0ctoler9  1808. 

Sir, 

I have  this  moment  received  your’s  and  in  answer  to 
your  request  have  to  state,  that  during  the  nine  years  I have 
served  with  you  in  the  15th  Dragoons,  I have  ever  considered 
you  a most  zealous,  attentive  officer  ; and,  during  the  short 
period  I had  the  honor  to  command  the  1 5th  Dragoons,  impar- 
tial justice  would  certainly  have  induced  me  to  recommend  you 
for  promotion  had  an  opportunity  offered. 

I have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  Servant, 
F.  FORESTER, 

To  Captain  Foskett , Major  King’s  Light  Dragoons. 

15  th  Light  Dragoons . 

Durham,  Qth  November,  1808. 

Sik, 

I only  got  your  letter  yesterday,  as  it  was  sent  after  me  to 
town,  which  I had  left  before  it  arrived.  Knowing  from  your- 
self many  of  the  circumstances  that  have  lately  passed  between 
yourself  and  their  Royal  Highnesses,  the  Commander  in 


1 


22 


Chief,  and  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  you  cannot  be  surprised 
(even  were  it  in  my  power)  at  my  declining  to  comply  with 
your  request,  as  I must  either  hurt  your  feelings,  or  fly  in  the 
face  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cumberland. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

R.  A.  SEYMOUR. 

To  Captain  Foskett , 

1 5th  Light  Dragoons . 

Ipswich , 2nd  November,  1808. 

Sir, 

Being  called  upon  to  state  my  sentiments,  with  regard  to 
your  duty  as  an  officer  during  the  period  I had  the  honor  to 
serve  in  the  15th,  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  I always  con- 
sidered you  an  active,  zealous,  intelligent  officer ; and,  under 
those  circumstances,  if  at  any  time  I had  the  command  of  the 
regiment,  I should  certainly  have  recommended  you  in  your 
turn  for  purchase. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 
W.  AYLETT, 

Colonel  I.  F.  O. 

7o  Captain  Foskett , 

1 5th  Light  Dragoons. 

Woodlridge , 1st  November,  1808- 

Dear  Sir, 

I am  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo.  I am 
most  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  bear  testimony  to  your 
zeal  for  the  service,  and  exemplary  attention  to  those  duties 
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which  you  hate  been  to  my  knowledge  required  to  perform. 
Surely,  it  must  be  allowed  such  conduct  merits  promotion. 

Believe  me,  dear  Sir, 

Your’s  faithfully, 

G.  ANSON, 

Col.  and  Lieut.-Col.  Queen’s  Lt.  Dragoons. 

To  Captain  Foskett , 

Mh  Light  Dragoons . 

Stoles  Bay , near  Portsmouth , UJ  Nov.  1808. 

Dear  Foskett, 

I should  have  replied  to  your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo, 
had  not  the  continual  hurry  I have  been  in,  previous  to  embark- 
ing, prevented  me,  and  had  I not  also  understood  that  matters 
had  been  settled  so  much  to  your  satisfaction,  that  an  application, 
such  as  you  had  made  to  me,  became  no  longer  of  consequence 
to  you.  Your  conduct,  as  a gentleman,  stands  too  high  to  need 
any  testimony  of  mine  or  others  to  substantiate  it ; and  my 
regard  for  you  as  an  individual,  I shall  always  be  happy  to  shew 
and  express;  but  as  I am  apprehensive  that  my  name  and 
letters  might  hereafter  be  brought  forward,  in  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  one,  whom  I shall  always  feel  under  very  great  obli- 
gations to,  you  will,  I hope,  admit,  that  I may  fairly  hesitate 
to  answer  your  questions,  at"  least,  until  such  time  as  I learn 
exactly  the  use  to  which  my  testimony  may  be  applied. 

Believe  me.  Dear  Foskett, 

Always  very  truly  your’s, 

W.  N.  LEITCII. 

To  Captain  Foskett 0 
l$th  Light  Dragoons « 
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g,  Clifford  Street,  1 6th  May,  1810# 

Dear  Foskett, 

I only  received  late  last  night  your’s,  dated  April  12st, 
which,  from  its  appearance,  I fancy  has  been  half  over 
England  after  me. 

In  answer  to  your  question,  whether  I thought  your  troop 
as  fit  for  service  as  any  other  troop  in  the  regiment,  when 
ordered  to  embark  for  Spain,  I most  certainly  cannot  hesitate 
to  declare,  I thought  your  troop  perfectly  fit  for  service,  and 
had  the  selection  of  the  troops  for  service  been  left  to  me,  you, 
and  your  troop,  most  certainly  should  have  embarked  $ and  I 
further  beg  to  add,  as  my  opinion  of  your  general  conduct, 
(which  I have  repeatedly  said  to  your  different  commanders) 
that  a more  honourable  man,  or  a more  zealous  officer,  during 
the  ten  years  I served  with  you  in  the  15th  regiment,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  does  not  exist. 

Believe  me,  ever  your’s. 

Most  faithfully, 

F.  FORESTER, 


G.  SIDNEY,  Printer, 
Northumberland-street,  Strand. 
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